
His answer is what really 
seemed to be practical for 
us and finished off the 
series on East Washing-
ton Walt.  Here is his an-
swer.  How do we deter-
mine if a believer is a ma-
ture believer?  A mature 
believer does these three 
acts of faith:  1) They at-
tend worship regularly.  2)  
They belong to a small 
group.  3)  They have a 
consistent devotional life.  
Isnôt this simple?  Getting 
people to understand the 
importance of this may be 
a big challenge, but I 

know this is the way God wants us to go.  I 
will end July with a series making this em-
phasis.  Measuring maturity seems to have 
been a step we have missed over the 
years, so I am excited about what God is 
going to do in preparing us to more effec-
tively impact our community for Him.  Be 
prepared for God to call you to move for-
ward in your spiritual maturity! 

God has given me some other spiritual in-
sights I will be setting forth in July and Au-
gust.  Our eleven oôclock worship will try 
some various orders of worship to see if 
the flow of worship is better.  In August 
plans are being made to put together a 
promotional video to distribute to our com-
munity.  This year we want to give the peo-
ple something to introduce them to the 
church and be a little more current.  Be 
watching for the time to sign up for praying 
for your area.  We will be more efficient, 
because we have kept good notes from last 
year.   

At the beginning of 2009 God 
directed me to shift focus.  
The focus for 2009 was to be 
on making disciples.  For the 
past few years a regular part 
of the sermon was giving an 
invitation for salvation.  Even 
in 2009 when I do give the 
invitation for salvation there is 
usually no response.  God 
definitely has my attention and 
I am listening to see what fur-
ther directions He has for me.  
The visual description of a 
disciple in East Washington 
Walt I thought was very help-
ful, but it did not produce any 
significant change in our 
Church.  We need the picture of what a 
disciple is suppose to look like, but the pic-
ture is not enough.  Our main speaker at 
National Conference was Tim Brown, a 
pastor from California.  He reminded me 
that ñlost peopleò are the focus of Godôs 
attention, so are they the focus of my atten-
tion?  Later on, he stressed the different 
ways we think, because of our experiences 
in church.  Much of the time we, as Chris-
tians, focus on what we want and not what 
is beneficial to the kingdom of God.  We 
are church minded, but not kingdom 
minded.  In his last teaching Tim Brown 
related a struggle he had in his own 
church.  The church was going well with 
people being saved and discipled, but 
some of the more mature Christians were 
complaining about not being fed.  God re-
vealed to him there had to be something 
lacking in their discipling process.  He dis-
covered the people complaining were not 
feeding themselves.  They had gone 
through the steps, but were still acting like 
Christian infants, wanting him to feed them.  
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Our  Schedule 
Sunday 

8:30 A.M. 
Traditional  Worship 

9:45 A.M. 
Sunday School 

11:00 A.M. 
Contemporary Worship 

6:00-8:00 P.M. 
Youth Group 

 

Wednesday 
6:30 P.M.  

Pioneer Club 
6:45 P.M.  

Prayer Meeting 
 

Our Staff 
Pastor Jerry Drummond 

Associate Pastor Lee Palmer 
 

Church Office 
8051 S. Crapo Rd 

Ashley,  MI 48806-9355 
 ph. 989.838.2314 
fax 989.838.4199 

www.eastwashingtonchurch.org 
eastwashington-

church@hotmail.com 
 

Our Mission: 
The mission of East Washing-
ton Church is to ñAdvanceò  the 

Kingdom of God  within our 
church, in our community, and 

throughout the world. 
 

Our Goals: 
ñAdvanceò our love for God               

through worship 
ñAdvanceò the church through  

Discipleship 
ñAdvanceò the church through       

evangelism 
ñAdvanceò the church through          

prayer 
    ñAdvanceò  loving  

     relationships 
    ñAdvanceò  Christian  

 families 
    ñAdvanceò Christian leaders 

 



FAMILY FUN FAIR COMING IN SEPTEMBER 
B y P a s t o r  Le e  

2009 VBS with Uncle Bob  
By Leanne Arnst  

takes they did.   

Classes will be offered for children ages 4 
through 104, and there will be plenty of 
games, songs, and surprises for the chil-
dren each day!  Refreshments will be 
served each night.   

Once again, in order for this week to be a 
success, many people are needed to help 
fill all kinds of positions, including teach-
ers, assistants, cookie suppliers, and 
prayer warriors.  Please let me know if you 
are willing to help in any way and watch for 
the sign-up sheets being circulated in Sun-
day School in July. 

Please pray diligently that the week will 
bring more lives to Jesus!   

July is just around the corner and it's time 
for a vacationé VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL that is!  Mark your calendars 
now and don't miss a single night!  VBS 
will be held on July 27-30 from 6:30-8:30 
p.m., with the closing/awards program 
scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Friday, July 31.  
This year's exciting theme is THE MYS-
TERY OF HISTORY!  The ever-popular 
"Uncle Bob" Beery will be back with us 
again this year to talk about Judges, 
Kings, and Prophets from the Old Testa-
ment.  Come and discover whether people 
over 3,000 years ago chose to OBEY or 
DISOBEY God's word!   We will all be able 
to learn some valuable lessons from these 
teachings so we won't make the same mis-

be here with an obstacle course, a giant 
slide, a bouncing cage and, of course, a 
water slide. There will be additional yard 
games, free soft ice cream, and prizes 
every half hour. More details will be pub-
lished in the August newsletter as well as 
in the Sunday bulletins as the event gets 
closer.  

Even though we have just begun our Sum-
mer season, its time to begin thinking 
about our annual FAMILY FUN FAIR. The 
date for this church wide event is Sunday, 
September 13th and will be held on the 
church grounds. Activities begin following 
the second worship service with a meal for 
everyone. The ever popular inflatable will 
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S e r m o n  T i t l e s  f o r  Ju l y  

July 5  ñFreedom: The Right to Chooseò 

I John 1:3-9 

July 12  ñPeople, Our Earthly Supportò 

I John 1:3-7 

July 19  ñConnect With God Through Worshipò 

John 4:19-29 

July 26 ñConnect with People Through Small Groupsò 

I Thessalonians 1:2-10 



PIONEER CLUB WORKERS NEEDED 

B y P a s t o r  Le e   
would like to talk to me personally, I would 
be most happy to share with you about 
Pioneer Club.  We meet every Wednesday 
evening at the church from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m.  Our program will begin about Sep-
tember 16th. There will be registration op-
portunities for the children to sign up be-
ginning about August 23rd.  Just keep look-
ing for bulletin announcements and a reg-
istration table somewhere in the church 
narthex. 

I am appealing to anyone who feels called 
by God to work among the younger chil-
dren of the church to consider becoming a 
part of our Pioneer Club ministry.  We will 
be entering our seventh season this Sep-
tember.  We can use men and women who 
would like to be teachers, class room help-
ers, club store manager, musicians, snack 
suppliers, and a host of other responsibili-
ties.  I will be making appeals throughout 
the summer, but if anyone wishes to know 
what opportunities are available, and 

PRIME TIMERSô PRIMER 

By Pastor Lee  

cious food, and everyone ate to their stom-
achôs content.  Then we were led in a mu-
sical by our own Duane and Joe on the 
guitars and Rebecca on the cord organ. 
Several songs were sung by individuals 
and the group. When everyone had 
enough food and of each other we parted 
company looking forward to next monthôs 
event. 

Speaking of next month, we celebrate our 
countryôs independence in July.  There will 
be plenty of patriotic symbols and decora-
tions and perhaps even some fireworks in 
store for those who attend.  The July meet-
ing will take place Tuesday, July 21st at the 
East Washington Church.  Looking toward 
August, which has no holidays, we create 
our own funfest.  It will be a great time, but 
everyone will have to wait until the August 
newsletter to find out what is in store for 
that event.  But it will be something you 
wonôt want to miss! 

On June 16th thirty six people were in at-
tendance for the June edition of our Prime 
Timers gathering.  In celebration of the 
important dates in the month, Flag day and 
Fatherôs day, the tables were decorated 
with miniature flags and a variety of tools. 
Each man in attendance was able to select 
three chocolate tools on the table for their 
own.  These items were made by Pastor 
Leeôs wife, Beth, and his granddaughter, 
Mende.  There was a table game for the 
attendees to busy themselves with while 
the crowd was assembling. 

Beth had a reading about the significance 
of the folding of the American flag, Mary 
Woodman read a poem honoring fathers, 
and Pastor Lee had several humorous 
readings to start the evening.  The birthday 
people of June were recognized and sung 
to by the celebrating crowd. 

As usual, there was a great variety of deli-

Baptism  
By Pastor Jerry  

baptized, please check the appropriate box 
on the Communication Page. Baptism is a 
time for celebration along with fellowship 
with other Christians.  Please let us know if 
you feel you are being led to take this 
memorable step.  

Baptism is an important event for us as 
Christians.  It is when we publicly profess 
our faith as a Christian.  On the practical 
side, Baptism is a great opportunity for us 
to share our testimony before non-
Christians.  If you are interested in being 
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Thank you so very much for all 

your prayers, cards, and visits 

while I was in the hospital and 

home healing. God is good and he 

answered your prayers and kept a 

24 - 7 watch over me and Judy. You 

are a great Christian family and 

we love you all so much.  

Thanks again.,  

Larry Biddinger  

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings to our Church families:  

 

As I still sit thinking about last 

Sunday May 31, my eyes swell up 

with water. What a whirlwind feel-

ing of the Joy and love we received 

from our church family we will 

never forget that day.  

We thank you for the beautiful pic-

ture frame of the church, also the 

ones that shared their tribute in 

words and song.  

Most of all the LOVE and SUPPORT 

we receive every Sunday.  

God is so good and so are Godõs 

people.  

Again  from the bottom of our 

Hearts we both thank you 

dearly!!!!!  

 

Love IN Christ  

Larry & Judy  

 

Thank You  

East Washington Church  

Thank you for the Bible and all the 

support over the years.  

 

Josh Boulis  

Thank you sincerely  

For your thoughtful  kindness  

at a time when it  

was deeply appreciated  

and gratefully acknowledged  

By the family of  

Doris Mepham  

 

Dear E. W. Church,  

Thank you for the flowers you sent 

for my mom.  We thank you for 

your prayers and for your visits to 

the funeral home, because it lifted 

our spirits to see some of you 

again.  

God bless you,  

Larry & Cris Mepham  

 

Thank you for:  

Your prayers,  

Your concerns,  

Your advice,  

Your cards,  

And  

The orchard  

in a basket.  

 

John Stoll  

 

Words cannot express  

the feeling in our hearts.  

Thank you for being with us  

during this difficult time,  

Your thoughts, prayers,  

and words of sympathy  

Will always be remembered.  

 

The Family of John Vincent Hayes  
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Thank you for making 

my birthday special      

at Prime Timers.    

The cake was beautiful, 

delicious, and I can't 

forget to mention the 

trick candles.    

The cards and gifts 

brought me smiles and 

joys.   I feel loved!  

   

Thanks again,  

Margie  



Justin Osborn, Bridges International  
MAY UPDATE 2009 

reaching others for the Lord. Would you 
pray that this would also be a time when we 
as a staff family hear from God and are 
refreshed for serving Him?  

In regards to my training, each new staff 
member is responsible for their personal 
ministry expenses. Since this is a one-time 
event, these costs are in addition to my 
normal ministry expenses. Please join me 
in praying that the Lord will supply the addi-
tional funds I need.  

Iôm back home now and I want to thank you 
again for your prayers and support in tak-
ing the gospel to international students on 
Michigan State University's campus. The 
Lord has used our partnership together to 
help change many lives now and for eter-
nity.  I am excited to join full time staff with 
Bridges this summer (l was accepted in 
March!). As a first step in this process, I will 
attend New Staff Training June I5-August 1 
in Fort Collins, Colorado. While there, I will 
benefit from receiving some of the best 
training the ministry offers to equip me in 

Bridal Shower for Kathleen Beaudreau  

Sunday, August 2,   6:00 p.m. at the East Washington Church  

By Margie Drummond  

write encouraging words for Kathleen's 
upcoming marriage and future.  These 
pieces of paper will be available on the 
tables in the entry way and available the 
night of the shower.  You will roll your 
money into the piece of paper and we will 
tie it to a little tree at the 
shower.  You won't even have to buy a 
card. 

Our friend, Kathleen Beaudreau is soon 
getting married.  The small group that 
Kathleen attends will be hosting a Bridal 
Shower for her at the church on Sunday, 
August 2nd at 6:00 p.m.  The entire church 
is invited.  There will be a light lunch.  The 
small group requests your gift be 
money for Kathleen's Bridal Shower.   A 
small piece of paper will be provided on 
two Sundays, July 19 and 26 for you to 
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In His Arms  

While struggling with some earthly cares,  

I felt the Masterõs hand.  
I heard Him sigh and softly say,  

òMy child, I understand.ó  

 

He pointed toward a mountain high  
Where strong winds often blow.  
It looked too vast for me to scale.  

I cried, òI cannot go.ó  

 But as I sadly turned away,  
Again He spoke to me.  
òRemember I once climbed for you  

A mount called Calvary.ó  

  

So do not question where I lead;  
Go forward, never stop.  

And then He took me in His arms,  
And we were at the top.  

  

É  Larry Howland  


